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is difficult for any one who fully "believes in their
reality, to have feeling or interest to spare for any
other distant and ideal ohject. It is true, many of
the most unselfish of mankind have been believers in
supernaturalisin, because their minds have not dwelt
011 the threats and - promises of their religion, but
chiefly on the idea of a Being to whom they looked
up with a confiding love, and in whose hands they
willingly left all that related especially to themselves.
But in its effect on common minds, what now goes
by the name of religion operates mainly through the
feelings of self-interest. Even the Christ of the
Gospels holds out the direct promise of reward from
heaven as a primary inducement to the noble and
beautiful beneficence towards cur fellow-creatures
which he so impressively inculcates. This is a radical
inferiority of the best supernatural religions, compared
with the Keligion of Humanity; since the greatest
thing which moral influences can do for the ameliora-
tion of human nature, is to cultivate the unselfish,
feelings in. the only mode in which any active principle
in human nature can be effectually cultivated, namely
by habitual exercise: but the habit of expecting to
be rewarded in another life for our conduct in this,
makes even virtue itself no longer an exercise of the
unselfish feelings.

Secondly, it is an immense abatement from the
worth of the old religions as means of elevating and